
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by John Draftz

Our next regular meeting will be May 18th at the 
Our Savior’s hall on E Glendale.  NOTE: our 
May meeting is the third Saturday to avoid the 
holiday.  The theme is Memorial Day – space/
military trains/hardware.  Individual layouts are 
always welcome at the meetings so feel free to 
bring one especially if it’s space/military.  A goal 
of this activity is to give members a chance to 
share the hobby with other members thus 
increasing our appreciation for our hobby.  The 
BoD usually meets that morning about 8:30 with 
the general member meeting at 10.
 
The 2024 annual spring mini-meet was on our 
regular April 27th meeting day from 9-11 and 
followed the format we’ve used before.  Buyers 
were in and out throughout the 9-11 timeframe 
and we filled the hall with sellers thus by all 
indications, it was a success.  The major 
problem was that some sellers showed up 
expecting a table only to learn there wasn’t one 
available since they didn’t contact Janet 
beforehand to reserve one.  Fortunately, we 
were able to make tables available for 
everyone.  Since table space is limited, it ‘s 
critical that reservations be made.  Once all 
reservations have been made and tables are 
still available, sellers can ask Janet for a second 
table.
 
A special thanks to Chris Allen for bringing in 
the extra tables we needed.
 

After moving the July Cactus meet to 
September, it left the July 27th meeting date 
available.  The decision was to try that as a 
summer mini-meet.  The meet is free to the 
public and tables on a first come basis are free 
to sellers.  Janet is willing to serve as the event 
coordinator.  Members wanting a table must 
contact her before July 1st (602-569-0568 or 
tjmattern@cox.net) to reserve one.  After that, 
members of other train clubs will have access to 
any remaining unreserved tables.  The 
challenge is to get the word out to the public 
and thus potential buyers.  If the July mini-meet 
is a success, we can continue holding it as 
such.  If not, July will be a regular meeting day.
 
There are some changes we need to make to 
our bylaws.  Therefore, we held a brief, no 
discussion regular meeting on April 27th to 
present the changes with.  Voting to make the 
changes or not will be at the May meeting 
where discussion will be done.  The changes 
are included elsewhere in this newsletter.
 
As we display the mobile layout at our regular 
venues and as we host sellers and buyers at 
meets, we need to find ways to invite people to 
join the GCMR.  Please give some thought to 
what can be done to attract new members.  
What could we do at regular meetings that 
would motivate people to attend beyond what 
we already do.  This will be an agenda item for 
May.
 
See you the 18th.
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CALENDAR

GCMR meets are held at 9:00am in the Parish 
Hall of Our Saviors Lutheran Church at 1212 
East Glendale Avenue in Phoenix, located on 
the north side of Glendale, just east of the traffic 
light at 12th St.  It is  easily reached off the 
Glendale Exit of either I-17 or SR 51.  Go east 
from I-17 or west from SR 51 to 12th Street.

May 18 (note early date) - Memorial Day; 
Space/Military Trains/Hardware
June 22 -  GCMR meet - Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church - Hot Dogs and Apple Pie; Flag Day; 
Red, White, and Blue trains; patriotic trains, 
cars, etc.; item(s) w/flag(s)
July 27 - GCMR meet - Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church - summer Mini Meet

THIS YEAR’S BIG BOY TOUR 
ANNOUNCED 

Union Pacific's legendary Big Boy No. 4014, the 
world's largest operating steam locomotive built 
to conquer mountains, will make 19 whistle-
stops in five states this summer during its 2024 
Westward Bound Tour from Wyoming to 
California. In addition, this mighty steam 
locomotive will be on public display for two days 

each in Roseville, California, July 12-13, and 
Ogden, Utah, July 20-21.

Big Boy will leave its home base in Cheyenne, 
Wyoming, on Sunday, June 30, traveling across 
Wyoming, Utah, Nevada, California and Idaho 
during July. Display days in Roseville and 
Ogden offer an up-close look at the 1.1-million-
pound marvel along with the "Experience the 
Union Pacific" rail car, a captivating walk-
through exhibition that provides a unique 
glimpse into the rich history of railroading

NO LONGER SHRINKING
by Peter Atonna

A year ago, I did a story about the shrinking in 
the downtown Douglas scene on my layout.  
Now that those projects are completed, I can 
announce that it is no longer shrinking, but it is 
growing!

Here is the story:

I can remember a strange building in the old 
part of downtown Douglas.  It was located 
towards the railroad line to Mexico, west of the 
main street, G Avenue.  It was a brick building 
but lined with outside porches on the two sides I 
could see.  I had never seen another building 
like it.

Many years go by and a couple of years ago my 
brother, sister in law and I went to a meeting at 
the Gadsden hotel.  Driving around town, 
reliving youthful memories, I suddenly saw that 
same building, porches and all.  Neither my 
brother or sister in law had any idea what it was 
used for.
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I also collect historic photos of the town and 
keep a scrapbook of prints.  One day I was 
scanning the internet for new to me ones, and 
this photo popped up!  

It was my mystery building.  

Turns out, it was built as a hotel and the outside 
porches were sleeping and sitting porches for 
buildings build before any form of air cooling.  
That would place the building in the first quarter 
of the 20th century.  (Note, even the early 
version of the Adams Hotel in Phoenix also had 
outside porches.)

What to do?   A model of it of course.  Earlier, I 
had found a kit which could be a small hotel 
with an outside porch and which had been on 
the layout for a decade or more.  That would be 
the site of the “Queen Hotel”. 

The little hotel was popped from its site and 
quickly found a new home on a friend’s layout.  
Then I measures a maximum footprint for the 
new Queen.  It clearly would be only half the 
size of the original, nonetheless a significant 
building in its location - and three times the size 
of its replacement.

Hence, Douglas now grows.

Being totally scratch built, the building turned 
out to be a multi month project.  3D signs were 
made by a friend who is a genius in doing 3D 
printing.  Grandt Line furnished the numerous 
windows and doors.  Sheet styrene, brick and 
shingle sheets comprised the remainder of the 
supplies.  I had a sheet of high quality 1/8th inch 
plywood for the three decks.  Strip LED’s lighted 
it as in all my newer buildings.



But now, I can say at least a part of Douglas is 
growing, at least into the FIRST quarter of the 
20th century.

CHRIS’S MINI MEET PHOTOS

 
For some reason we model and toy train folks 
take ourselves very seriously.  A long time ago, 
there were sparks of humor.  Here is a delightful 
article from a long gone model magazine: Feb 
1952 issue of Model Trains.

IMPORTANT! 

Attached to this newsletter is the 
proposed bylaws amendment.  As 
noted, these are critical to be done 
to bring us into compliance with the 
laws for non-profits.  Please read 
them and be ready to take action at 
this month’s meeting.  It is a pretty 
convoluted process, but it is 
important that we follow each step 



 




