
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
by Dave Brown

WHAT A FEBRUARY! As covid starts to fade in 
the past, things are opening up. Did you 
participate? 

The first Sunday in February saw Herb Andreen 
do an open house for all three train clubs. Have 
you ever been to Herb’s layout before? It 
reminds me of the layout tours over at Miles 
Butler’s house so many years ago. Herb has a 
very large layout with lots of trains. On top of 
that Herb put out quite a spread of food for all 
who came. Thanks Herb for such a great time. 

Two weeks later was our Winter Cactus Meet, 
All the tables were sold out.  As I was at the 
door, people just kept coming and coming. The 
tables were full of trains so you couldn’t help but 
find anything you might have been looking for. 
Thanks to all that helped make this a great 
event! 

A week later was the train run at the Arizona 
Railway Museum in Chandler. I would like to 
thank John Zaval for hauling out the trailer the 
day before, and John Zaval, John Draftz, Janet 
and Terry Mattern for helping set up and run the 
trailer for all day. We even had a member of 
P&P help us take the trailer down at the end of 
the day. 

One of the great people visiting that day was an 
autistic kid that was there the whole day. Every 
time dad tried to get him to look at anything 
else, it was NO WAY DADDY! He stayed until 
we power downed the trailer at the end of the 
day. 

As I said, what a February. If you didn’t attend, 
then you missed out. 

March has been kinda quiet in comparison, but 
not totally. The meeting this month has the 
return of drag races. That’s right drag races are 
back. We will have two drag races this year, 
March and in October. The winner of the event 
will get three annual raffle tickets. So bring your 
fastest engine and let’s have some fun. After the 
meet we will be going to Zipps sports bar and 
grill on 16th Street and Bethany Home Road for 
an after the meet get together lunch. 

But wait that’s not all on the horizon.  The next 
weekend is the three club picnic at the 
Scottsdale Railroad Park. It’s been two years 
since we have been able to this. Remember this 
is a pot luck picnic so bring your favorite side 
dish, salad or desert. The clubs will provide the 
meat, chips and drinks. 

And to put an exclamation point on April, we will 
have a mini meet on the forth Saturday in April, 
Lots of opportunities to get involved and have 
fun. 

CALENDAR

GCMR meets are held at 9:00am in the Parish 
Hall of Our Saviors Lutheran Church at 1212 
East Glendale Avenue in Phoenix, located on 
the north side of Glendale, just east of the traffic 
light at 12th St.  It is  easily reached off the 
Glendale Exit of either I-17 or SR 51.  Go east 
from I-17 or west from SR 51 to 12th Street.
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March 26 -  GCMR meet - Our Saviors 
Lutheran Church - Drag Races!
March 26, 27 Terry Haas layout open 
house:12-4pm O&G Gauge trains running 
April 2 - Multi Club annual picnic: Scottsdale 
Railroad Park.  Meet at 10:30, lunch at noon
April 23 - GCMR meet - Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church
MAY 28 - GCMR meet - Our Saviors Lutheran 
Church
July 23 - Cactus Summer Swap Meet, see flyer 
this issue
August 6 - Beat the Heat Swap Meet, Prescott, 
see flyer this issue

TERRY BUILDS A MARKLIN TINPLATE 
LAYOUT 
by Terry Gibbs

Years ago, I bought some trains from a man 
who was in the Air Force stationed in Germany. 
The trains were neat, but the wooden buildings 
really captured my attention. I started keeping 
the neatest of the buildings along with some 
Marklin trains to go with them.

Since I got my Lionel Standard gauge layout 
running, I've started with the Marklin.

As a bit of Arizona toy train history, this layout is 
made from the old TCA display layout my dad 
and I made in the 1970s. That 8' by 8' layout 
was used at all the Desert Division displays until 
the 1981 Christown display where a larger 
layout was made of loose sheets of homasote. 

That layout ended up under my dad's Glendale 
O gauge layout with the standard gauge.

Here's a photo Peter Atonna took in 1978 at the 
first Turkey meet of me in front of the display 
layout. (The colors are off as I never had red 
hair.)

Anyway, back to the Marklin trains and wood 

buildings. When I first got into the buildings, the 
trains were always broken because any Marklin 
casting from before 1951 almost always decay 
badly from zinc pest. So the trains are from 
about 1952, into the early 1960s, with a few 
later ones added in just because I think they are 
neat. I also have some plastic and metal 
buildings on the layout because I like them.
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Everything on the layout except the tall TV 
tower and the water tower by the transformer 
came from former US servicemen who served 
in Germany, or their kids. The two towers came 
from Sam Taylor's European shelf. 

 
Playing with these has been fun. The quality is 
fantastic compared to 1950s American toy 
trains. A few nights, I found myself looking at the 
clock and thinking, "I should have gone to bed 
hours ago."

These old Marklin trains either run, or are visibly 
damaged. I thought a switcher was broken 
because it ran so slowly, but it's designed to 
creep around the yard. The big Swiss Crocodile 
will pull ALL the freight cars I have, but not 
around the little circle of track.

I found the track to be very difficult to put 
together, but comes apart really easy, especially 
when you are running the trains. I bet newer 
track and younger eyes would be easier.

I have always wanted to do trains that stopped 
and started with signals. My Lionel prewar 
doesn't work because the switches aren’t 
reliable and the locos freewheel too much. 
These might work. I'll keep you informed.

You can see videos online at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrLXdUxib8I

SOME PHOTOS FROM THE ARIZONA 
RAILROAD MUSEUM PUBLIC OPEN 
HOUSE

by Dave Brown

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xrLXdUxib8I


DUES ARE DUE!! 
All members were sent an email recently and if your name WAS NOT 

checked, your dues are still due.  The deadline is the end of March and a 
new membership list will be published. 

You may pay them at the March meeting or mail them to Rod. For your 
convenience a form is attached to this newsletter 





We've been getting 10-15 sellers a month 
and about 75-100 shoppers. We also 

have lots of little groups of people 
socializing. It's fun show with little effort.







BEAT THE HEAT SWAP MEET
Embry Riddle University

August 6, 2022
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